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Baltic Sea Regional Project (BSRP)

IS designed within the principles of the Large
Marine Ecosystem (LME) concept, focusing on
land-based, coastal zone, and marine activities
Including activities for Impreving ecosystem
health andl productivity, secial and ecenemic
development, and previsien; off ecesystem
management teels for decision-makers to
address transheundary Issues for the Baltic Sea.

e mest Impertanit aspects ol therBSRP are: Its
IRKAGES BENVECHNANEERESEd aCuVItIES) coastal
ZONES anad marRe envireRmMeERLS:




Cooperating Parties

With the support of the GEF, and the World Bank, Project activities will
assist the recipient countries in implementing elements of the JCP, and
support Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Russian Federation in
meeting their obligations to the Helsinki Convention and other
International agreements; and national policies and legislation.

The Project provides the basis for strengthening cooperation between
the three international bodies:

Helsinki Commission (HELCOM)),
Internationall Baltic Sea Fisheries Commission (IBSEC),
Internationall Counclil for the Exploration ofi the Sea (ICES),

recipient country counterparts and other cooperating erganizations:
Nordic Envirenment Einance Corporation (NEECO),

World Wild Eund fer Nature (WANVE)),

Baltic21.

Preparatieon of the Project has veenl coordinated with the Rural
Envirenmenital Protection Project infPoland, and the Glehal lntermational
\Waiters Assessmenit (GINA), WhIch are both suppoerted by GEE:




Baltic Sea Regional Project (BSRP)

The long-term objective of BSRP is to introduce ecosystem-based assessments to
strengthen the management of Baltic Sea coastal and marine environments through
regional cooperation and targeted transboundary coastal, marine and watershed
activities.

To achieve this, the three international bodies and the cooperating countries in the
region will utilize project-developed management tools for sustainable ecosystem
management to contribute to the improvements in the social and econoemic benefits
ofi the ecosystem for the coastal fishing and farming communities in/ the recipient
countries.

TThe aim Is to reduce Impacts from non-point seurces of pellution and te Increase
sustainable biolegical production. lThe Preject provides an environmental
management firameweork for leng-term resteration of the ecological balance: off the
Balitic Sea ecosystem throughi a Series off preventive and curative actions te he
undertaken in a phased manner in the region.

e Preject prevides a regional fiecus, invelving lecall communities andl stakehelderss
IS biedivVersiity, considerations; iecus on “prevention off damage te threatened waters.
AS) part oif anintegirated appreach;, Project activitiesiwill suppert linkages with
aCUVItIES) Off the Coeperating countres, international inancialfmstitutions; EUrepean
Unieon;, bilaterall donors andf NGOs.




BSRP Components

The Project has four inter-related components:

Component 1, managed by ICES, aims to
(a) introduce ecosystem-based assessments and management for the Baltic Sea;
(b) coordinate and integrate the regional monitoring and assessment capacity;

(c) Improve management practices to increase and sustain fishery yields and
biological productivity of the Baltic Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (LME);

(d) Iin the leng-term, improve both the marine ecosystem and the economic
benefits and standard of living of the fishing and coastal communities.

Component 2, managed by HELCOM in conjunction with the Swedish University.
ofi Agricultural Justification of Project Design. TThe Project represents a strategic
choice to concentrate human and financiall reseurces to strengthen regienal
management within the marine and agriculture sectors, using lecal skills and
decision-making reseurces, te achieve sustainable ecosystem management over
the medium and leng term. It alse ncludes measures te suppert coastall zone
management, Whichis, a critical link: hetween land and marine envirenments.

Compoenent 3, managed by the Project Implementation leam supervised: oy the
Balitic Sea steering Group, aims te suppolit lecalland regienal capacity, building and
Institutienall strengthening.

Compoenent 4 includes) the project managemenit activities.




Component 2 — Land And Coastal Management Activities

The Joint Comprehensive Baltic Sea Program highlighted the need
to reduce the pollution loads originating from agricultural sector
as an Immediate priority.

Since 1992, a number of Swedish supported (Baltic Agricultural
Run Off Action Program, BAAR) field-based demonstration
activities, were undertaken in Estenia, Latvia, Lithuania, Peland
and Russian Federation.

TIhe projects demoenstrated that the efforts te reduce nen-peint

source pollution from agricultural sector are feasible hoth firom
envirenmentall and econemic PErSPEeCctiVve.

TThe Component 2 of the BSRE censists of :
(D) InvestmEeERLs! IR capacity: Bunding and imstitttienall strengthening,

() en-fammr envirenmental Investments,, e-g. construction off manurke
Sterages; andismall scalernaturall Sewager treatmenic iaciities;, the
wetland management actions: ok Increasediretention el AULHERLS,
coastall Zene mpreVeEmERLS;

@) meniterng and assessiment ol nen=point souKce polittion
ergIRatng fem aghculturalisarms and Watersheds:




Component 2 Objectives.

The Component 2 aims to improve living conditions for the local rural
population through sustainable use of natural resources in agricultural and
coastal areas. The effective use of natural resources, primarily nutrients Is
Important in agricultural production and also for the protection of the
surface- and groundwater, to minimize the hazards of eutrophication and
loss of biodiversity.

The Component aims to:
Increase the use of environmentally responsible agricultural practices In
selected demonstration watersheds and river basins.
Develop and test mechanisms, for financing and evaluating environmental
Investmenits at farm level.
Demonstrate methods for iImpreved recycling and retention off nuitrients
Undertake demonstration activities in coastal areas linking the land-based
measuliies 1o reduce non-peint seurce pollution firom: agriculture withithe
activities i the sea.

Strengthening the capacity, of recipient countries te MenItor the nen-point
seurce pollution frem agriculture.




Agri-environmental Demonstration \Watersheds (ADW).

The ADWs are smaller than ASA sand have been selected using the BAAP
demonstration project criteria. The ADWSs are located within the ASAs. The
demonstration watersheds comprise typical small agricultural watersheds
(10-30 km?2) suitable for demonstration and monitoring. The primary
objective Is to attract outside farmers to come to the ADW to learn and be
stimulated by the demonstration activities shown there. The second
objective Is to establish conditions feasible for monitoring the
environmental impact from agriculture.

River Basin Modules for Component 2:

Estonia - Area-based intervention to protect drinking water, Kasari River
Basin/Matsalu Bay Area, Parnu River Basin/Gulf of Riga Area
LatviaZLithuania - Daugava River/Gulf of Riga, Lielupe River Basin/Gulif
off Riga /Transhbeundary river

LithuaniaZKaliningrad Regiem - Nemunas River Basin/KursiuLagoeon
Area/liransiheundary FIVer

Kaliningrad Region/Peland - Vistula River Basin/Kaliningrad
Lageen/Vistula Lageen Area




